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2002—Courtesy of Chris Jones
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The Death of Alexander McSween
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SOURCES:

County War

Deluvina Maxwell is a Navajo woman.  She was brought to Fort Sumner 

by Lucian [sic] S. Maxwell as a slave and has been in the Maxwell family 

every [sic] since.  She now lives with Mrs. M. Abreu at Old Fort Sumner, a 

daughter of Lucian Maxwell.  JEH

I came here after Lucian Maxwell was already here.  He raised me as a 

child.  I came here about 1879 and was here when Billy the Kid was killed.  

Billy the Kid was my compadre, my friend, poor Billy.

Billy danced with the good people of the town.  They had dances every 

night.  Pat Garrett wanted someone to call me to see if the Kid was dead, but 

no one came.  Pete Maxwell had told Billy he had better go, as Pat Garrett 

was coming after him.  Billy said he did not care, he was not afraid of Pat 

Garrett.  The night he was killed Billy came in hungry, went down with a 

butcher knife and went into Maxwell’s room where Garrett was and he shot 

him.  The story is told that I was there and went in with a candle to see if 

Billy was dead.  I did not do it.  Pete took a candle and held it around in the 

window and Pat stood back in the dark where he could see into the room.  

When they saw that he was dead, they both went in.

Billy did not go to Maxwell’s house often.  He did not stay there.  Most 

of the native people Mexicans  who lived in town went to his funeral.  Billy 

the Kid told me before he died that he was not so mean before he worked 

for Chisum.  Chisum told him he would give him anything he wanted if he 

would go up and fight Murphy at Lincoln.  After he had done this Chisum 

would not pay him a cent and that is what made him so mean.

Joe Grant came to Fort Sumner and claimed to be friendly to Billy the 

Kid.  He got drunk one day and told Billy that he was going to kill him and 

that Chisum was paying him for it.  Billy said:  “I’ll pay you,” and pulled his 

pistol and shot him down.

Mr. Maxwell owned all the houses at the old Fort and if they had a dance 

they would come down to ask Mrs. Maxwell if they could use the hall, and 

Billy often came to ask her about it.  One time he and Pete were riding down 

to town and began shooting in fun to see which was the best shot.  They 

were shooting at the turkey’s feet.  Mrs. Maxwell came out and said:  “Stop 

that shooting around here; I don’t want to be scared to death.”  Billy said:  

All right, Mother Maxwell, I won’t shoot any more about here,” and he did 

not.  He could whirl his gun about on his finger and then shoot.  A boy from 

Vegas tried to act like him once and shot and killed himself.

When Billy got away from the jail at Lincoln he came from one sheep 

camp to another up to Fort Sumner.  Most of the natives liked him.  Vicinte 

Otero came up and said that Billy was at his house.  Billy came to Pete 

Maxwell’s house and Maxwell sent one of his women servants, Antonio 

Malfino, into the room where Billy was.  He hid behind the door and called 

her, when she screamed and said:  “I thought you were dead.”  He said:  “Well, 

I am not.”  I did not see Billy the night after he was killed, but I saw him 

the following morning.

We had nice dances in the early days, waltzes, quadrilles, cunas, cutillos.  

There was an old fiddler in Fort Sumner by the name of Augustine who 

played for the dances.

I began working for Pete Maxwell when about nine years old.  Many 

men worked for Maxwell, among them four Navajo children.  He was a good 

man to work for and people liked to work for him.

Deluvina Maxwell
Fort Sumner, New Mexico

To J. Evetts Haley

June 24, 1927



5Outlaw Gazette Vol. XXIX - 2016

Tracking Down the Billy-the-Kid Jail in Santa Fe
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What Would Billy Say?
The Lincoln County War Continues
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Equity Parity

Contact Information:

Patrick Moore

Thelma Domenici, President

Mr. Jamie Clements

Governor Susana Martinez

Dr. Kent Jacobs, member of the Board of Regents

Other members of the Board of Regents:  
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Moore
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nd 

Old Lincoln Days
August, 2016 - Lincoln, NM
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“The First Arrests 
of the Regulators”
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B

John Chisum
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FAVORITE BILLY STORY
There’s a reason the legend of Billy the Kid has endured for so many years: his is a great story.  

Billy seemed to have one adventure after another so we asked our members to tell us their favorites.

A, G, Steyn

Humberto Martinez
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Lori Ann Goodloe

WHY BILLY PART 2
In last year’s Gazette we also asked our members to tell us why they became interested in Billy the Kid.  

We received a couple more replies after publication.  Keep sending in your stories—we love to read them!

A, G, Steyn 
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James Bradham

How Much Do We Know About Billy?
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BTKOG member Brian Otto has a favorite 

pastime of grave hunting whenever he and his 

wife, Dot, go on vacation.  Thankfully, Brian 

has been kind enough to share his latest finds.  

Thanks, Brian!
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Billy the Kid Days
July, 2016 - Cimarron, NM

Pardo of Chris Jones






